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MINUTES 
 
The meeting of the South Platte Natural Resources District Board of Directors was held Tuesday, December 
12, 2023, at the South Platte Natural Resources District, 551 Parkland Drive Sidney, NE at 3:00 p.m.  The 
public notices were published in the area newspapers.  The agenda was compiled, and each member of the 
Board of Directors and other interested and affected persons were notified of the meeting date within the 
deadline. 
 
Board Members Present 
Bill Halligan, Chair           Chris Meyer 
Tim Maas, Vice-Chair          Kathy Narjes 
Jim Johnson, Secretary           
 
Board Members Absent 
Marc Sprenger 
Larry Rutt 
 
Others Present     
Julia Peetz, P.C. Rauner & Associates 
Thad Kuntz, ARI 
Kevin Derry 
Jared Derry 
                 
NRD Staff Present 
Galen Wittrock, General Manager       Ryan Reisdorff, Assistant Manager 
Donald Davis, Administrative Manager      Tyler Sanders, Water Resources Coordinator 
Chris Kaiser, Natural Resources Conservationist     
      
Information Material 
The following information was provided electronically prior to or during the meeting: 
1. Tentative Agenda - Board of Directors Meeting, December 12, 2023 
2. November 14, 2023 Minutes of the South Platte NRD (SPNRD) Board of Directors Meeting 
3. November 14, 2023 Minutes of the Natural Resources Projects and Programs Committee Meeting 
4. November 2023 Treasurer’s Report and Accounts Payable 
5. Kaiser Staff Report dated December 11, 2023 
6. Davis Staff Report dated December 12, 2023 
7. Keller Staff Report dated December 4, 2023 
8. Reisdorff Staff Report dated December 6, 2023 
9. Glanz Staff Report dated December 7, 2023 
10. Hruska Staff Report dated November 30, 2023 
11. Agency Reports 

o Dickinson E-mail “NRCS Report” dated December 12, 2023 
o 2024 NARD Legislative Conference Tentative Schedule of Events 
o 2023 Nebraska Groundwater Quality Monitoring Report 

12. Natural Resources Projects and Programs Committee 
o Bullet Points for Board regarding upcoming Rule and IMP Changes 
o Glanz Memo “Pooling Arrangement Information” dated December 7, 2023 
o Red Line Draft of the Amended and Restated Districtwide Ground Water Management Area 

Rules and Regulations 
o Aaron and Jason Shepard Alleged Violation and Compliance Plan dated November 16, 2023 

13. District Operations Committee Meeting 
o Amended Community Forestry Program 
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SPNRD Machinery & Equipment   $   10,055.53 $  10,060.90 
SPNRD Computer & Server   $   25,221.57 $  25,235.04 
SPNRD FA/OA Project   $ 165,469.78 $165,558.18 
SPNRD ORRA Infrastructure   $   62,062.34 $  62,095.49 
Citizens’ Monitoring PWCB   $   64,539.48 $  65,894.76 
Citizens’ Monitoring CD FirsTier   $   84,543.57 $  85,591.99 
SPRCC NPAIT Account   $   48,773.77 $  48,987.62 

 
Wittrock reviewed various items listed in the accounts payable and budget review.  He encouraged 

the board members to come to the SPNRD office at any time to review the receipts and/or disbursements 
or ask any questions.  The total amount of accounts payable is $78,534.56.  After discussion, Johnson 
moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of the accounts payable in the amount of 
$78,534.56.  A second was made by Meyer and with no further discussion a roll call vote was taken. 
 
Aye: Maas, Meyer, Narjes, Halligan, Johnson 
Nay:   
Absent: Sprenger, Rutt        
Motion carried. 

 
5. Preliminary Robust Review Update 

Kuntz gave a preliminary robust review update stating that NeDNR plans to be at the January board 
meeting to review the robust review.  The review this time shows the result with excess flows and without 
excess flows as NeDNR will only allow the excess flows to be included in the modeling if there is a 
model run made without excess flows to show the difference.  This is due to excess flows only being 
available in certain years and it is currently one of the tools that the District uses to meet its requirements.  
The difference between in results between including and excluding excess flows is around 1,000-acre feet 
in depletions in the South Platte Valley which is the most concerning subarea in the District.  He then 
reviewed depletions which included municipal industrial pumping which did add depletions of around 
another 100-acre feet in the South Platte Valley.  Kuntz then reviewed the results in the Lodgepole Valley 
and the Tablelands.  Kuntz stated the three options for reaching the IMP goal are retiring acres, lowering 
allocations, and increasing excess flows.  Discussion followed.   

 
6. *Fiscal Year 2023 Audit Report 

Julia Peetz, CPA, Rauner & Associates, PC, facilitated discussion regarding the audit.  She stated this 
is a draft report and that the preliminary result is that no problem was found in the process of the audit, 
and that it is expected to be presented as a clean, unmodified audit opinion.  She then reviewed various 
items in the audit.  Peetz encouraged the board of directors to continue to review the monthly treasurer’s 
report.  Discussion followed.  Following discussion, Rauner & Associates will submit the completed 
budget by January 1, 2024 and then will present the final audit to the board at the January 2024 meeting 
for final approval by the board.   
 
7. Public Questions, Comments and Concerns  
 Kevin Derry requested that the District keep its pooling and transfer rules and regulations the same. 

 
8. Director and Staff Reports 
 Kaiser, Davis, Keller, Reisdorff, Glanz and Hruska all submitted written reports.  Wittrock stated he 
has attended several meetings over the last month.  The staff completed CPR training on December 5th. 
 
 
 










