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The District’s Community Forestry 
Program continues to gain momentum 
as it benefits tree projects in towns and 
cities.

Currently, the District budgets $28,000 
for Community Forestry, providing  for 
the removal and replacement of trees 
within urban areas.

Under the program, neighborhood 
groups, villages and cities can receive up 
to 50 percent cost share funding to help 
pay for the cost of purchasing, planting, 
maintaining and removing trees.

The applicant’s share can come from 
private funding, community grants, the 
community’s budget, or in many cases, 
donated labor. Applicants can often ac-
complish tree planting projects with in-
kind donations and labor, and no out-of-
pocket expenses.

The past several years, requests have 
far surpassed available funds, as groups 
across the District seek to improve the 
overall tree health in their respective 
communities.

This year, 10 projects with a total 
value of $115,442, were on the table 
for consideration. The plans called for 
removal of 124 trees and 220 trees to 
be planted. The total cost-share request 
was more than $55,000.

Project size ranged from a single tree 

request by the City of Sidney, to the re-
placement of 62 trees in Bushnell. Each 
project was awarded at least a portion of  
the requested funding.

Two years ago, the SPNRD board of 
directors enhanced the program by al-
lowing $1,400 to be set aside specifical-
ly for the SPNRD’s part in the ReTree 
Nebraska effort.

ReTree Nebraska is a 10-year cooper-
ative initiative to raise public awareness 
of the value of trees, reverse the decline 
of Nebraska’s community tree and for-

est resources and improve the health 
and sustainability of community trees 
and forests across our state for future 
generations.

The primary goal of ReTree Nebraska 
is to work in partnership with people 
across Nebraska to foster the proper 
planting and maintenance of 1 million 
new trees by 2017.

The District’s ReTree funds are used 
to purchase trees for urban settings, 
which are handed out in targeted com-
munities each year.

Community Interest Spurs Community Forestry Program

Trees purchased for free distribution in two communities this year are a 
small, but significant part of the District’s tree programs.

Irrigators
Don’t forget - The South Platte NRD has cost-share funds for maintenance and repairs to your flow meter.

Check your meter often, and report meters that are broken or not functioning properly within 24 hours.

Flowmeter Maintainance Contractors Certified Meters to be Maintained
Company Address City, State, Zip Phone McCrometer SparlingSeametrics

Level 1 Level 2
Alan's Welding PO Box 774 Chappell, NE 69129 308-874-5091 x x x
Brown Pump & Septic PO Box 490 Kimball, NE  69145 308-235-3470 x
Bowman Irrigation 6289 I-80 Srv Rd Pine Bluff, WY 82082 307-245-3345 x x x
Groskopt Mfg. 30322 Hwy 71 Scottsbluff, NE 69361 ? x
Holzfaster's Equip., Inc. 701 Hwy 61 South Ogallala, NE  69153 308-284-2062 x
J & K Irrigation 161 Airport Rd. Ogallala, NE  69153 308-284-9802 x
Kelley-Deines Irrigation 2510 N 10th Gering, NE  69341 308-635-5344 x
M & S Drilling, Inc. PO Box217 Potter, NE  69156 308-879-4224 x x x x
Midwest Farm Services PO Box 485 Gering, NE  69341 308-632-6137 x
Sargent Irrigation Co. East Hwy 23 Grant, NE 69140 308-352-4379 x
Sargent Irrigation Co. PO Box 729 Scottsbluff, NE 69361 308-632-5121 x
Singleton Repair HC 89 Dix, NE  69133 308-682-5200 x
Wally's Sale & Service, Inc. PO Box 866 Grant, NE 69140 308-352-2121 x x x
Western Valley Irrigation 2431 Hwy 2 Alliance, NE 69301 308-762-5450 x x x
Woodis Welding & Construction 2600 Hwy L-17J Sidney, NE 69162 308-254-3039 x x x
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Getting Water In The Right Place

Water management isn’t what it used to 
be.

Putting water in the right place no longer 
takes 20 mules, two equipment wagons and 
a water wagon.

As producers strive to be more efficient, 
they sometimes want to change the makeup 
of their irrigated acres. They might want to 
change a flood irrigated corner, instead ir-
rigating those acres with a nearby pivot.

Such transfers can be allowed, providing 
you take the proper course of action.

And, changing the way you irrigate doesn’t 
have to be hard at all.

State law requires that you notify the South 
Platte NRD before making any changes in 
the makeup of your irrigated acres.

The NRD will not only be able to help you 
fulfill the proper requirements, but when you 
notify us of changes in ownership or an op-

erator change we can make sure everyone 
involved in the operation is well informed.

NRD reports are filled with useful informa-
tion, from confirming your certified irrigated 
acres, to the amount of water you have left 
in your current allocation.

We’ll also be able to keep you updated 
with direct mailings if new information be-
comes available.

Are you up to date? Call us to find out!




